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James R. Fuller, Ph.D.  Senior Pastor
Brian S. Abel, M.Div.  Minister  to Youth
Bettye Phillips, B.S.  Minister to Children
Walter LaForge, M.M. Ed.  Director of Music 

Ministry and Organist
Levi Duncan  Associate Music Director
Betty Duncan          Pianist
Carol Burkhart  Pastor's Secretary
Beth Randall Recept. and Financial Secretary
Mary Ann Iles, M. Mus.  Organist Emeritus
Rosemary Garza              Nursery/Preschool Coordinator
Karl Meynig  Building Supt./Custodian
Faye Fields   Custodian/Food Service

Activities of  the  Week
  May 14 - 20

         

Sunday        May 14 - Mothers Day
*      9:30    -  Sunday School
*    10:30    -  Morning Worship
 11:30    -  Visitors Reception in Fellowship Hall
       Evening Activities Adjourned for Mother's Day

Monday     May 15 
     9:30 - Library Committee

Tuesday  May 16   
   9:00 - MDO-Pre-K  

Wednesday   May 17
   5:00    -  Family Supper for all ages, Fried Fish
   5:45 - Prayer Meeting
   5:45 - Mid-Week Youth
   5:50 - Bright Voices closing ceremonies
   6:00 - Business Meeting (to be extended)
   6:15 -  Mission Friends and Children in Action
   6:20 - Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday    May 18 
   9:00 - MDO-Pre-K  

Friday  May 19

Saturday      May 20

Mother's Day
Sunday May 14



Jim

____________________________________

Deacons of the Week
May 8 -14

Wayne Phillips 409-673-4109
Jim Love 409-656-6576

____________________________________

Graduate Recognition Sunday is May 21. 

Seniors graduating from high school will be rec-
ognized during a reception after the service.  We 
also want to acknowledge the achievements of all 
Calder folks graduating from institutions of higher 
learning.  So, if you know of a student complet-
ing a Bachelor’s degree, getting a Master’s, or 
earning a PhD, please contact Carol Burkhart 
in the office. We need the full name of the gradu-
ate, the school she or he attended, and the specific 
degree earned.  We truly don’t want to overlook 
someone – so please help us!

____________________________________

____________________________________

Save The Date  
June 12-16

V.B.S.The United States Postal Service and 
the National Association of Letter Carriers

They are sponsoring the 25th Annual Stamp Out Hun-
ger Food Drive on Saturday, May 13. They are asking 
that non-perishable food items be left out at the mail-
boxes on that day. The items will be picked up by the 
letter carriers and taken to the Southeast Texas Food 
Bank. Working together, we the community can make a 
difference.

Fellowship Meal
May 10

Pork Chops
May 17

Fried Fish
May 24
Tacos

May 31
Spaghetti

“Some Other Place” *
Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter  Jelly
Jello   Grits & Cornmeal
Mac & Cheese  Macaroni/Spaghetti
Sauces   Rice & Dry Beans
Sugar   Flour
Evaporated Milk Fruit & Veg. Juices
Cleaning Supplies Dishwasher Detergent 
Laundry Detergent Roach Bombs
Paper Towels  Bathroom Tissue
Napkins  Toothpaste/brushes
Hand Soap/Bath Soap 
          (Please Bring to Sharingbarrow)

  * Some Other Place provides lunches, assistance 
with utilities, Thanksgiving Store, to name only a 
few of the services, in cooperation with many area 
churches and community service organizations.     

The Pastor’s Pen  .  .  .  May 8, 2017

President Trump signed an Executive Order on “Pro-
moting Free Speech and Religious Liberty” at the Rose 
Garden of the White House on May 4, 2017.  Since the 
Executive Order directly addresses the political speech 
of church pastors (and any other employee of a non-
profit), I want you to know my thoughts.

I am absolutely free to preach on any subject I choose 
from the pulpit of Calder Baptist Church.   No pastor 
needs any change in our current laws to have complete 
freedom to preach or speak on any subject.  However, 
the Johnson Amendment, a law signed by President 
Eisenhower in 1954, prohibits registered 501(c)(3) orga-
nizations, which include most churches and many other 
nonprofits, from endorsing political candidates and par-
ticipating in political campaigns, at the risk of losing their 
nonprofit status.  So, if I choose to endorse a political 
candidate from the pulpit, or in any other official capac-
ity as your pastor, the United States of America has the 
legal right to withdraw the non-profit status of Calder 
Baptist Church.  This law has broad support across our 
country (a 2013 Pew Research Center survey found 
two-thirds of Americans think clergy should not endorse 
political candidates).

A number of prominent, fundamentalist religious leaders 
in our country want the Johnson amendment overturned.  
Candidate Trump promised to do so, but the Executive 
order recently signed by President Trump has no effect 
on the Johnson Amendment (only Congress can repeal 
the law).  The recent Executive Order advises the IRS 
not to enforce the law, a practice that the IRS has fol-
lowed with rare exception since 1954.

The Johnson Amendment established that a non-profit 
organization receiving the benefit of tax-exempt status 
should not be allowed to participate in partisan politics.  
The vast majority of Americans still support this wall of 
separation between “church and state.”  Some religious 
leaders want the law repealed so that they can “have 
it both ways” – endorse political leaders without risking 
their non-profit status.  The Johnson Amendment serves 
as a deterrent to such behavior that some assert would 
take advantage of other taxpayers.  In other words, other 
tax-payers should not subsidize political speech of non-
profit entities.

Why do some religious leaders want the Johnson 
Amendment overturned?  In our country, forty per cent 
of those who attend church on a Sunday morning at-

tend mega-churches (congregations with at least 2,000 
in attendance).  This already gives a very few pastors 
inordinate influence over the moral and spiritual instruc-
tion provided to those who attend church.  Overturning 
the Johnson Amendment would give these few pastors 
(most of whom are very conservative) inordinate influ-
ence in partisan politics.  It is easy to see the attraction 
to pastors and to politicians.

Overturning the Johnson Amendment would encourage 
church members and politicians to ask (or demand) pas-
tors (and leaders of other non-profits) to endorse politi-
cal candidates in their official capacity.  Can you imagine 
the havoc that would be created if I did so, or perhaps if I 
refused to do so?   A significant number of our members 
would be offended either way.  This applies not only to 
Presidential elections, but to mayoral races and, per-
haps most controversially locally, to school board elec-
tions.

Is the Johnson Amendment a perfect solution?  No, es-
pecially when we see its flagrant violation among some 
pastors locally and nationally.  However, it is against the 
law for a pastor to endorse a political candidate or an 
elected official and most pastors will respect that law as 
a deterrent influencing our behavior.  It is sometimes a 
fine line, but it is a line nonetheless.  Churches, for ex-
ample, are allowed to produce voter guides about po-
litical issues, but cannot endorse specific candidates.  
Pastors can (and should) address moral issues in ser-
mons without violating the Johnson Amendment, but 
wisely refrain from personally attacking a political leader 
with whom the pastor disagrees.

Partisan political speech remains one of the most divi-
sive forms of speech in houses of worship today.  The 
Johnson Amendment in 1954 wisely established a wall 
of separation between church and state, not to help us 
keep the peace within our congregations, but to keep 
church out of the business of the state and to keep the 
state out of the business of the church.  Even though the 
IRS has been advised by the President not to enforce 
this law, we are wise to follow it, and I intend to do so.


